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Christians celebrate Stations of the 

Cross after years of civil war in 

Liberia. 

 

In Houston, family names mark 

empty pews in a church left empty  

by the COVID-19 pandemic.  
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New Leadership 

Y 
our Excellency, my dear 

brothers and sisters in Christ! I 

wish to express with deep 

sentiments of joy my profound 

gratitude to Almighty God for the 

fruitful and successful completion of 

the Fifth General Chapter of the 

Missionary Society of St. Paul of 

Nigeria. As you know by now, the Fifth 

MSP General Chapter elected me as 

Superior General of our Society. The 

Chapter also elected Fr. Anthony Anike 

as Vicar General; and Frs. Jude Ali, 

Robert Kajoh, and Solomon Bulus as Councilors. With a deep sense of 

unworthiness, but with great trust in God, who uses weak instruments to 

accomplish His will, I humbly accept my election as the Superior General of 

the Missionary Society of St. Paul of Nigeria. 

I am not unmindful of the Herculean task of this new responsibility. 

However, I find solace in the words of St. Paul our Patron, in Philippians 4:13, 

that “I can do all things through Christ who strengthens me.”  

I will further say that as members of the Missionary Society of St. Paul of 

Nigeria, we can do all things through Christ who strengthens us. Let us forge 

ahead with faith, love, zeal, courage, and commitment as Missionaries of St. 

Paul.  Let us be there to support one another. Let us use our God-given gifts 

and talents to build and lift each other up. God willing, this new administration 

will do its best to uphold, cherish, and appreciate every member of our Society.  

I wish to thank my beloved and esteemed predecessor, the Very Reverend 

Fr. Victor Onwukeme and his Council for their superb service and leadership 

of our Society for the past six years. May God bless and reward you abundantly 

for your service. 

Brothers and sisters, please pray for me and our new Central 

Administration, that we may serve our brothers with zeal, love, and fairness, 

without fear or favor. To you my brothers, I ask for your support and 

cooperation for the common good of our Society.  

I wish to end with the words of St. Paul from 1 Corinthians 16:23-24, 

which I now adopt as mine to you my confreres, our AMSP brothers and 

sisters, and all of you here present:  

“The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ be with you. My love is with you all in 

Christ Jesus.”  

To the greater glory of God, I hereby declare closed the Fifth General 

Chapter of the Missionary Society of St. Paul of Nigeria. 
 

Thank you and God bless you, 

Very Reverend Fr. Callistus Isara, MSP 

 

Delivered September 19, 2019 | Gwagwalada, Abuja, Nigeria 

Fr. Callistus was elected Superior General in September 2019, taking over from  

Father Victor, who completed a six-year term as Superior General.  
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Page 7: Mask-wearing and sparse crowds at liturgies were 

common in the early stages of the COVID-19 pandemic. 
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Reviving Missionary Awareness 

L 
ast October, Pope Francis 

called for a centennial ob-

servation of the publication 

of Pope Benedict XV’s 

Apostolic Letter, Maximum Illud, origi-

nally published on November 30, 

1919.  Shortly after World War I, 

which Pope Benedict XV described as 

useless slaughter, he saw the need for 

a more evangelical approach to mis-

sionary life in the world so that it 

could be purified of colonial over-

tones.  

Pope Benedict XV noted that the 

Church of God is universal and not 

alien to any culture or people. The 

love of God, spread of holiness and 

good works, should be the goal of 

missionary activity. Benedict XV laid 

strong emphasis on mission ad gentes in 

an effort to revive among the clergy, 

especially, the sense of duty towards 

mission. 

Pope Francis called for everyone 

to seek a personal encounter with 

Jesus. There should be a catechetical 

formation for mission and missionary 

charity. He sought to revive mission-

ary awareness and commitment. 

The Pope’s request is in line with 

Jesus’ command in the Gospel: Go 

into the world and proclaim the good news to 

all creation (Mark 16,15; cf. Matt 

28,19).   

The Vatican II Council noted that 

the Church is missionary by nature 

and the Church’s essential task is the 

proclamation of the Good News. 

Pope Francis indicates that there 

must be no lessening of the impetus 

when it comes to preaching the Gos-

pel to those who are far from Christ. 

This task is more urgent today than 

ever before given the way many val-

ues which were initially accepted 

without questioning are being chal-

lenged and dismantled today. We 

need to be permanently in a state of 

mission in order to confront new 

challenges which emerge every day. 

In Maximum Illud, the Pope called 

for transcending national boundaries 

and bearing witness with prophetic 

spirit and evangelical boldness to 

God’s salvation. This Apostolic Let-

ter challenges retreating into comfort 

zones, pastoral pessimism and sterile 

nostalgia for the past. In the midst of 

tragedies of war, conflict and scandal, 

missionary outreach helps us to know 

that forgiveness triumphs over sin, 

life over death, and love over hatred. 

by Very Reverend Fr. Victor Onwukeme, MSP 

Every faithful is called upon to 

take to heart the invitation of the 

Holy Father. Every Christian is a 

missionary who needs to share 

his/her faith with others. Yes, the 

best way to keep a precious gift is to 

share it—otherwise it dies with you. 

This was what motivated so many 

missionaries who traveled to Nigeria 

and to other African countries from 

Ireland, Italy, Canada, United States, 

and so forth. 

Missionary life entails sacrifice. It 

involves giving oneself for the sake 

of the other. It is in line with what 

Jesus did for humanity. It is dying for 

the other. Although he was in the form of 

God Jesus did not count equality with God 

a thing to be grasped (Phil 2,5-11).  

Many missionaries who came to 

Nigeria gave up so much. They trav-

elled long distances at the time when 

there were no airplanes. They trav-

elled for months in boats or ships 

before they reached their destina-

tions. When they arrived, they had to 

face strange language, strange culture, 

unknown food, mosquito bites, 

snakes, scorpions…  

I ask myself what motivated 

them? I found the answer in 2 Cor 

5,14: Caritas Christi urget nos (The love 

of Christ propels us). The Pope is 

calling on us to revive such a spiritual 

chivalry in order to facilitate mission-

ary and evangelical zeal. May we em-

brace our missionary call with re-

newed fervor leading to missionary 

transformation of the Church’s life 

and pastoral activity. 
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Very Reverend Fr. Callistus Isara, MSP, takes the oath of fidelity before His 

Excellency Antonio Guido Filipazzi, Apostolic Nuncio to Nigeria.  

T 
he Fifth General Chapter of 

the Missionary Society of St. 

Paul was held on the 

premises of the National Missionary 

Seminary of St. Paul, Gwagwalada, 

Abuja, from Sept. 1-19, 2019. It was 

the culmination of more than one 

year of preparation when the then 

Superior General, Fr. Victor 

Onwukeme—in line with constitu-

tional provisions—convoked the 

Fifth General Chapter a year earlier.  

The Chapter officially began with 

an opening Mass on Sept. 3, 2019, 

presided over by the Archbishop of 

Abuja and Ordinary of the 

Missionary Society of St. Paul, John 

Cardinal Onaiyekan. Cardinal 

Onaiyekan was represented by Fr. 

Anthony Akinwale, OP, Vice 

Chancellor of the Dominican 

University, Ibadan, who served as 

official moderator of the event.  

Present at the Mass were 42 

delegates from MSP regions and 

Missions all over the world. In 

attendance also were the experts for 

the chapter: a canonist, Fr. Peter 

Okonkwo, CMF; former Superior 

Generals of the MSP; and 

representatives of the Associate 

Missionaries of St. Paul. 

A Chapter is always a special 

spiritual moment in the life of 

congregations and religious institutes 

as it affords its members an 

opportunity to reflect on their 

mission and apostolate within the 

universal church. It is also a time, 

said moderator, Fr. Anthony 

Akinwale, OP, when an institute 

reviews the past to see its 

achievements and failures in matters 

that define the different aspects of 

consecrated life in that particular 

religious institute—such as prayer, 

New Superior General and Central Administration  
elected during Fifth General Chapter of the MSP 

by Fr. Patrick Akekpe, MSP 

community life, government, the 

vows, and apostolate.  

One of the high points of the 

event was the election of a new 

administration to shepherd the 

Society for the next six years. Upon 

conclusion of the exercise, a new 

Superior General emerged in the 

person of Fr. Callistus Isara, 

MSP. Also elected was the Vicar 

General, Fr. Anthony Anike, MSP. 

Three councilors—Frs. Robert 

Kajoh, Jude Alih and Solomon 

Bulus—were also elected to complete 

the team for the Central 

Administration.  

In his acceptance speech, the new 

Superior General Fr. Isara asked for 

prayers for himself and the new 

Central Administration that they may 

serve the brothers with zeal, love, and 

fairness, without fear or favor. The 

closing Mass on September 19 was 

presided over by the Apostolic 

Nuncio to Nigeria, His Excellency 

Antonio Guido Filipazzi.  
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I 
ndeed, God never makes a 

mistake. He may allow the 

unexpected, but for a greater 

good. Growing up in the face of 

successive military regimes, I always 

wanted to be a politician. My father 

took the entire family to the local 

village for Christmas holiday in 1983, 

when the military forcefully took over 

governance of Nigeria (1983 coup). 

Some people cried, while others 

jubilated over the emerging looting of 

the national treasure. 

Unfortunately, selfishness and 

greed walked on the corridors of 

governance. Military leaders lacked 

sincerity of purpose, just as their 

civilian counterparts. I wept every 

day, watching untold hardship sweep 

the streets of Nigeria, hoping that 

some day I would have a voice in 

Nigeria leadership. 

After my secondary education, my 

father wanted me to join the military, 

describing the dignity and respect he 

had commanded as a soldier. But I 

detested the insincerity and arrogance 

of the Nigerian military. Many of my 

friends joined the military, while I 

went to the university.  

I had always wanted to study poli-

tics, philosophy, and psychology, yet  

I studied electronics and solid-state 

physics on the advice of a friend. I 

loved the course of study and 

excelled. During my fifth year at the 

university, I and three other students 

started an IT firm that flourished. I 

bubbled with confidence, looking at 

the future with hope, seeing success 

in every opportunity. 

A call to abandon everything 
and follow 

While still at university, on the 

evening of Dec. 21, 2001, the wind 

blew calmly. The stuffiness and 

congestion of my crowded hostel had 

eased with some of my roommates 

gone for Christmas. During my sleep 

I had a very deep religious experience 

and heard a voice saying, “Leave all 

these things and follow me.” 

The next day I ran to my bosom 

friend, Andrew Okagbare, and told 

him of my experience. He looked at 

me and said, “God has spoken!” 

Andrew told me of his similar 

experience earlier that same week. I 

left him very confused. (He later 

entered seminary immediately after 

graduation and was ordained in 2012.) 

After graduation I accepted a 

professional job in an information 

technology (IT) firm. For four years, I 

worked in three more cutting-edge IT 

firms as an IBM-AIX Certified 

Advance Technical Expert and 

HPUX Support Engineer. Climbing 

to the top in the IT industry brought 

me huge affluence and influence all 

around. Despite a life of privileged 

circumstances, the void in my heart 

enlarged on a daily basis like a virus.  

When I told my parents that I 

would be going to the seminary, they 

wept. My father asked, “So who will 

take care of us?” 

I replied, “What if you heard that 

my official car had an accident and I 

died—won’t you people live without 

me?” 

He shouted, “God forbid!” and 

after, warned me never to threaten 

him with death.  

 God 

never 

makes a 

mistake 
My Path to the Priesthood 
 

by Fr. Charles Egbon, MSP 

Fr. Charles Egbon, MSP, 

shares a laugh with some of 

the Malawi children he 

advocates for. Fr. Egbon took 

a roundabout path to the 

priesthood and shares his path 

of discernment and his mission 

experience in Malawi. 
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My parents never gave their  full 

consent until my fourth year in 

seminary. Eventually, they thanked 

me for making them proud, happy 

parents for accepting God’s call.  

My life was never the same 

I began my priestly formation in 

2006. Nine years in the seminary flew 

by, an excitingly tough turnaround. 

The formation program tamed my 

appetite for success and personal 

ambition. I learned to be content and 

to accept the paradox of life. The 

knowledge and openness to life—

whether hot or cold, success or 

failure, wet or dry, but to God be all 

the glory, made a significant 

transformation in my life. I studied 

philosophy and theology with the 

intention to know and love God, but 

I ended up with priestly ordination in 

2015. From then, my life never 

remained the same. A year after, the 

Superior General and his Council, as 

influenced by the Holy Spirit, sent 

me to Malawi. I accepted the posting 

as God’s will for me, although 

leaving my family and friends caused 

pain and fear of the unknown. 

My sojourn to the warm 
heart of Africa 

I arrived in Malawi on October 7, 

2016, with my brother Fr. Kelvin 

Ugwu, MSP. I saw people who 

looked like me in every respect 

except tongue—black hair, flat face, 

brown eyes, thick lips, dark skin. The 

people liked to interact with visitors. 

They called themselves the warm 

heart of Africa. They saw visitors as 

benefactors who had come to 

alleviate their economic situation.  

More than 80 percent of the 

population lived in rural communities 

where they engaged in subsistence 

agriculture. Agriculture accounts for 

one-third of GDP while IMF, World 

Bank, and other donor agencies 

substantially accounted for others. 

Indeed, the groan of poverty yelled 

loudly for international attention. 

Both donor agencies and missionary 

groups had made huge contributions 

to alleviate the sufferings of the 

people, but even more is still needed.  

The geographical location of the 

country deprives people of access to 

external waterways, thereby dragging 

down external trade. The landlocked 

country has placed high tariffs on 

imported goods. Even though the 

economy depends on agriculture, the 

country experiences only intermittent, 

unpredictable rainfall for an average 

12 weeks per year.  

The soil long ago lost its fertility 

due to constant farming Here, 

without fertilizer, there is no farming. 

The price of fertilizer has soared 

beyond the reach of poor farmers.  

Every year the cry of hunger is 

shrieked from the housetops of the 

citizens. HIV & AIDS continue to 

decimate the workforce, leaving many 

children and youths orphaned. 

Although youths account for 

more than 60 percent of the 

population, many live without 

purpose or direction. The World 

Bank rates Malawi as one of the 

poorest countries in the world. 

Conversely, a few have profited from 

the poor economy, enjoying the 

sympathy of donor agencies and 

living affluently. They have accepted 

the poverty of the country with pride 

because of their selfish interests.  

MSP establishing life 
transforming projects  

Over the years, MSP priests have 

facilitated successful developmental 

projects in rural Malawi communities. 

ELECTRICITY 1988-2000 | 

Partnership with the European Union 

(EU) to electrify and connect Bowe 

community in Kasungu District to 

the national electrical grid. They 

pulled high-tension electrical power 

lines over 33 km (20 miles) to Bowe.  

YOUTH CENTER 2000 | Built a 

youth community hall in Bowe, 

funding from EU. 

VOCATIONAL INSTITUTE 

2000-present |  The Bowe Youth 

Vocational Training Centre, a 

technical school to empower poor 

people, especially vulnerable youths 

and orphans. It has trained more 

than 3,000 youths in various 

technical skills 

SECONDARY SCHOOL 2018| 

This secondary school, built by the 

MSP, offers significant life-

transforming opportunities to poor 

children.  

OTHER PROJECTS | 

Missionaries have partnered with 

other donors to drill water wells in 

22 villages, build primary schools, 

construct several Church buildings in 

the outstations, purchase altar 

clothes, and so on. 

Hunger for God and the 
sacraments 

Pastorally, I have been assigned 

to minister to the people of Holy 

Family Parish Bowe, together with 

my brother, Fr. Joseph Kolade, MSP. 

The MSP began the parish in 1995 

with a few thousand families. In 

2012, the missionaries extended their 

reach and began another parish, St. 

Thomas Aquinas Parish, Kalembe.  

The villages under Bowe Parish 

are far apart. On average, to travel 

from one end to another through the 

bendy, bumpy roads takes about four 

hours. End-to-end distance along the 

road of Bowe Parish is about one 

hundred and 66 miles. Access to 

these villages is difficult, especially 

during rainy season because roads are 

untarred (some are mere farm paths). 

Pastoral work is almost suspended 

during the rainy season.  

Catholic faithful under Bowe 

Parish are in constant need of the 

sacraments. Although the faithful 

suffer so much economic lack, they 

constantly call on priests for 

sacraments. The faithful have strong 

faith in God and trust in the Church. 

Their faith has been built over the 

years. All 81 outstations and the 

parish center consistently request 

that Mass be celebrated in their 

churches—a huge hunger for 

worship and pastoral attention exists. 

Thirty percent of the faithful in the 

Fr. Charles, Continued on Page 20 
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Fr Patrick Etuk, MSP 

Our Lady of Lourdes | Poplar, MT  

Feeling helpless helps us realize that we are never really fully in 

control of the situations around us—God is. God is not limited to 

one method of encounter; he can always reach us anywhere, in any 

situation, and in any form...  

Never in my life had I imagined that we could get to 

a point where daily masses with the parishioners was 

going to be suspended for a long period of time. I felt 

helpless initially. What is a pastor without having access 

to his flock? What was 

I going to do with 

myself all alone in this 

rectory for God 

knows how long? I 

couldn’t run away 

from myself, I have 

learned to keep myself 

good company and to 

explore other avenues 

of being priest even 

when I don’t have 

access to the people. 

Thankfully, 

technology also came 

in handy, I discovered 

I could still reach out 

to my flock in many 

ways. 

Fr. Mark Ameh, MSP 

Church is not just a building, but the people. Everything is 

temporal; only God is eternal... 

The current closure of our Church, St. Joseph, 

Husband of Mary Parish in Las Vegas, Nevada, for over 

two months now, has really challenged us to reflect on 

the true meaning of the word Church. As we watch our 

once huge and vibrant parish suddenly go silent, we are 

reminded that the Church is not just the building. It is 

wherever we gather in God's Name. We are also 

reminded of the temporary nature of our lives here on 

earth. Indeed, “Heaven and earth will pass away, but 

God's word will never pass away. (cf. Matt 24:35).   

Fr Martin Eke, MSP 

This new situation calls for new ministries, encountering God and 

ministering his love and mercy and blessings through new ways and 

activities… 

Despite the devastation caused by the COVID-19 

pandemic, two beautiful ministries have sprung up in St. 

Francis of Assisi Parish (Houston). The first ministry is 

the live-streaming of Masses—it will continue because 

the elderly and the homebound unable to come to Mass 

now participate actively in the celebration in the comfort 

of their homes. The elderly and the homebound are very 

excited about this development. The second ministry is 

the daily Rosary on the parish teleconference line which 

attracts an average of about 80 participants, from within 

and outside the parish. This too has come to stay. For a 

small parish like St. Francis of Assisi, 80 participants is a 

great number.  

Photos and Reflections from the Pandemic 

A 
lthough there were pockets of warning here and there, no one really anticipated the magnitude of the global 

health crisis that brought the world to a halt. Unprepared for it, suddenly, our lives were completely changed 

forever. All the things that were considered so important seemed not to matter anymore—social activities and 

social contacts changed from physical to virtual. A new vocabulary emerged...social distancing. 

As we try to make sense of and adapt to the new reality, we grapple with so many questions and try to figure out where 

is God and what is he saying to us in all of this? Priests and other religious leaders have tried to discern the guidance of 

God to lead their flock through the darkness of this pandemic by holding out the light of Christ. Here, our priests share 

lessons learned from their experience of the ever presence of God in the early stages of this crisis.  

Compiled by Fr. Aloysius Nzekwe, MSP (May 2020)   
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Fr. Felix Osasona, MSP 

St. Mary Magdalene | Humble, TX 

In times of suffering and need, our bond of humanity 

reminds us that we are one family loved equally God 

and in need of each other.. 

The Social Ministry of my parish, also 

known as Magdalene House, has been 

involved with disaster food distribution in 

collaboration with the Houston Food Bank 

since the pandemic took hold. In one day, we 

served 410 households (1,718 individuals). As 

of July 7, we have served 4,733 households 

and 20,614 individuals. Our volunteers and 

staff have been very helpful with this. We have had the 

help of the National Guard, too, assisting us with the 

distribution.   

Fr. Samson Etim, MSP 

Hospital Chaplain | Baltimore, MD  

The salvation of souls overrides every personal comfort/concern, as 

ministers of God we are warriors facing the battle front regardless 

of any danger… 

Eventually, I went into the patient’s room, after 

being donned by the nurses with the necessary personal 

protective equipment. I anointed the patient and doffed 

my PPE and came out to meet the family. The son said 

to me, “Thank you, Father; my father would be glad he 

was anointed. My father is a very active Catholic. He 

built a church in my village. Thank you, Father.”  

That experience mitigated my fear of COVID-19 

patients. My feeling of anxiety increased my respect for 

the nurses who work in the COVID-19  unit of my 

hospital. I appreciate their work now than ever before. 

The patient died few minutes later.  

Fr. Basil Aguzie, MSP, Holy Cross | Austin, TX 

It is real, it may not be happening to us, but it is real. We are 

always with the people, in their pain and suffering as in their joy 

and celebrations... 

What was most devastating was burying a parishioner 

who became victim of the virus. It is different hearing 

about it, but when the coffin of a parishioner is brought 

into the sanctuary of the Church and you have to 

celebrate the funeral liturgy, you know as a pastor, that 

there is nothing more devastating than that.  

Fr. Donatus Mgbeajuo, MSP 

St. Therese | Orange, TX 

Life will never be the same, God is certainly leading us to 

something new, new life, new world, new creation... 

It has been a learning experience both for me and I 

am sure for many of my parishioners. I feel that the 

Church (parish) won’t be the same when all these are 

behind us. But we are coping in the situation that we 

found ourselves. And thank God, we do not yet have 

any case of Coronavirus infection in the parish.  

Fr. Paul Ofoha, MSP 

Blessed Sacrament | 

Beaumont, TX 

Communication is key to staying connected and holding each other 

in solidarity during the time of struggle... 

I had to call every parishioner to check on 

them. This made a positive impact and response. I also 

sent out messages and prayers through text but lately 

through audio messages. It was very well received. This 

has made me realize the importance of communication 

and social media for effective evangelization.  

Fr. Charles Atuah, MSP  

St. Catherine of Siena | Donaldsonville, LA 

Our faith is stronger in times of crisis. Challenges of this sort bring 

us closer to God… 

Once, with only one Associate basically I ran a parish 

with 36 missions. All of them did not have the luxury of 

having a Holy Mass every month, and they were all very 

strong missions, growing in faith and making new 

converts. Therefore, COVID-19 and similar situations 

cannot destroy our faith in our living God, Jesus risen 

from the dead.  

Fr. Augustine Inwang, MSP 

Transfiguration Cath. Comm. | Baltimore, MD 

The God of creation is the same God of redemption, He who 

creates is he who recreates; through this, new life will emerge, new 

bonds be established, new ties formed. God never stops working… 

Isaiah, the prophet tells us, “See, I am doing 

something new! Now it springs forth, do you not 

perceive it?” (43:19).  

I believe God is using this virus to make us stop and 

think before we act. It is my opinion that there is a 

healthy life awaiting us after coronavirus. I have been 

able to reach out to all my parishioners during the 

pandemic through phone calls. I have also emailed all 

who have email addresses; thereby getting in touch with 

them in a more personal way than before. More people 

have watched Masses and bible studies livestreamed 

from different parts of the world.   
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Ordination of 13 New Missionaries  

T 
he 36th priestly ordination of 

the Missionary Society of St. 

Paul of Nigeria was held June 

22, 2019, at the National Missionary 

Seminary of St. Paul, Gwagwalada, 

Abuja. It was indeed a great 

celebration. Mass began shortly after 

a rain which the ordaining prelate, 

John Cardinal Onaiyekan, described 

as, “showers of blessing.” 

The occasion was graced by the 

presence of His Lordship, Most Rev. 

Dr. Anthony Adaji, MSP,  Bishop of 

Idah Diocese; Superior General, Very 

Rev. Dr. Victor Onwukeme, MSP; 

numerous priests and religious from 

different dioceses and congregations; 

and hundreds of people of God from 

the four corners of the country.  

In his homily, John Cardinal 

Onaiyekan, emphasized the progress 

the MSP has made in their missions 

around the world. He also confessed 

how he was truly satisfied and proud 

to have been the local Ordinary of 

the MSP over the years—and 

delighted how the Missionaries have 

dutifully represented the Nigerian 

Church in their various missions all 

over the world. .  

He reminded the faithful that 

although Christ prayed and fasted 

before choosing his twelve apostles, 

yet one of them was a thief and ended 

up betraying him eventually. He 

encouraged the thirteen young men 

to be ordained priests to follow the 

good part of their elders and St. Paul, 

our patron, the missionary par 

excellence. He also admonished them 

to surrender their lives whole and 

entire to the life they are embracing 

for the sake of Christ, who has called 

and chosen them.  

Fr. Onwukeme, MSP, expressed 

appreciation to Cardinal Onaiyekan 

for his constant support to the MSP 

family over the years, especially for 

presiding at the ordination.  

In his acknowledgment, Very Rev. 

Dr. Robert Kajoh, MSP (Councilor), 

recognized the untiring support of 

the Associate Missionaries of St. Paul 

and encouraged the newly ordained 

to be committed to their ministries. 

He wished them success in their new 

pastoral assignments.  

 

by Fr. Jacob Obulu, MSP 

Due to the COVID-19 

pandemic, the 11th 

Annual AMSP  

Walk-a-thon in Houston 

was canceled, as was 

the Ambassadors 

Mission Trip to Malawi, 

originally scheduled for 

June.  

 

Please consider a 

donation and learn 

more about MSP 

projects at 

www.mspfathers.org 
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G 
ulf Coast-area priests, friends, religious, 

and Associate Missionaries of St. Paul 

(AMSPs) shared in liturgy, song, 

fellowship, and a delicious meal during the 19th 

Annual Appreciation Mass & Luncheon, held 

October 26, 2019, at St. Peter the Apostle Church 

in Houston. A highlight of the day was the 

solemn admission of 17 new AMSPs, who took 

an oath to support the MSP in prayer, works, and 

stewardship.  

This year’s initiates included a dozen Spanish-

speaking candidates from St. Martin de Porres 

Church, Barrett Station, Texas. For the first time, 

the AMSP solemn admission was recited in 

Spanish. All current AMSPs also renewed their 

oaths.  

Traveling more than 1,500 miles to serve as 

Celebrant of the Mass was His Excellency, Most 

Rev. Michael Warfel, Bishop of Great 

Falls/Billing, Montana. Bishop Warfel applied a 

few principles of a book first published in 1990, 

Stephen R. Covey’s, The 7 Habits of Highly Effective 

People: Powerful Lessons in Personal Change, to the 

practice of fruitful evangelization.  

The first principle is “be proactive,” he said, 

“In other words, we take the initiative. In the 

context of Church, it means being an intentional 

disciple—making  deliberate and conscious 

choices to live according to the values and beliefs 

that we share in Jesus Christ.”  

MSP appreciation 2019 award winners included (left to right): Armor of Courage Award —Dr. Philomena 

Ukwade, MD, FACP, for her ongoing contribution of primary medical care for local and visiting MSP 

priests; Shield of Faith Award—Linda G. Hudson as an outstanding AMSP; and Fisher of Men Award to 

Fr. Sabastian Umouyon, MSP, accepted on his behalf by Fr. Anthony Mbanefo, pictured,  

 

Pastor Rick Warren 

World Meeting of 
Families Conference | 
Sept. 25, 2015 | 
Philadelphia, PA 

 

“In today’s society, 

materialism is idolized, 

immorality is 

glamorized, truth is 

minimized, sin is 

normalized, divorce is 

rationalized, and 

abortion is legalized.  

In TV and movies, 

crime is legitimized, 

drug use is minimized, 

comedy is vulgarized, 

and sex is trivialized.  

In movies, the Bible is 

fictionalized, churches 

are satirized, God is 

marginalized, and 

Christians are 

demonized. The 

elderly are 

dehumanized, the sick 

are euthanized, the 

poor are victimized, 

the mentally ill are 

ostracized, immigrants 

are stigmatized, and 

children are 

tranquilized.  

In families around the 

world, our manners 

are uncivilized, speech 

is vulgarized, faith is 

secularized, and 

everything is 

commercialized.”  

The second principle, “keep the end in mind” 

relates to envisioning “what the Gospel calls us to 

do and where the Gospel calls us to go,” the 

Bishop said—envisioning the Kingdom of God.  

“The choices we make in life now, must keep 

this reality in mind,” he added.  

The third principle is to “put first things 

first.” Bishop Warfel said Catholics should be 

involved in activities that move us and others 

toward the vision of the Kingdom.  He reminded 

those present that our faith is not alone and 

private, but communal.  

 All the baptized have a role in evangelization 

and the Mission of the Church to proclaim 

Christ, he said, quoting several popes. “No one is 

absolved of that responsibility who sits in the 

pew today.” 

The bishop shared a recitation by Pastor Rick 

Warren of California’s Saddleback Church (inset). 

Music for the Liturgy was performed by Catholic 

African American Mass Choir. The Communion 

Meditation was especially moving. “I Know 

Something About God’s Grace” featured 

composer Clifford Petty as soloist. 

At the luncheon, Development Director, Fr. 

Aloysius Nzekwe, MSP, presented Mission stories 

from a recent visit to Malawi, before Fr. Evaristus 

Chukwu, MSP, presented awards. Bea 

Cunningham spoke on behalf of the AMSP and 

led raffle drawings and silent auction winners. 

by Anne Farrell Peterson 

Houston-Area Appreciation Luncheon and AMSP 

Solemn Admission Feature First Oaths in Spanish 
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19th Annual MSP Appreciation Mass & Luncheon
St. Peter the Apostle Church | Houston, Texas | October 26, 2019
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19th Annual MSP Appreciation Mass & Luncheon 
St. Peter the Apostle Church | Houston, Texas | October 26, 2019 
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Visiting Our Mission in Liberia 

Charles Taylor to Nigeria. He was 

later tried of international war crimes 

and sentenced to 50 years in prison. 

By the end of the second civil war, 

another 250,000 people had been 

killed and nearly 1 million citizens 

displaced. Repatriation would take 

time. In 2005, Ellen Johnson Sirleaf 

was elected president of Libera, and  

the first female president in Africa. 

A Shadow of Its Past Glory 

The Firestone Rubber Plantation, 

where our small church is located, was 

not spared from the devastation. The 

rubber plantation has been in 

operation since 1926, when 

American-based Firestone Natural 

Rubber Company signed a 99-year 

lease with the Liberian government 

for one million acres at a price of 6 

cents per acre. Japanese tire company 

Bridgestone purchased Firestone in 

1988, and in 2005, a 37-year-lease for 

50 cents per acre was signed with the 

Liberian government.  

The plantation now occupies 

about 200 square miles, or 0.5 percent 

of Liberia’s land mass. It was divided 

into 45 divisions (each 1,500-2,000 

acres), and the 31-square-mile Cavalla 

Plantation was subdivided into six 

divisions. 

Historically, each plantation had a 

latex processing plant, and subsidiary 

facilities for processing crepe rubber 

from coagulated rubber. It provided 

community services and public 

utilities like 21 schools, four churches, 

by Fr. Daniel Ifiok Udofia, MSP, Immediate Past Editor 

Sponsor a Missionary 

Priest Today! 
 

The Missionary Society of  

St. Paul has approximately 

140 seminarians studying for 

the priesthood, with all of  

them supported by the 

Society. Annual fees to keep 

one student in the seminary 

are roughly $3,000 — a 

challenging task for the 

Society. To help defray costs, 

please consider sponsoring a 

seminarian or making a 

financial contribution toward 

his training. Contact us 

today! 

 

Please use the enclosed 

envelope or send your donation 

to the address below. 

Missionary Society of St. Paul 

Mission Development Office 

P. O. Box 300145 

Houston, TX 77230-0145 

 

Phone: (713) 747-1722  

Email: usamsp@yahoo.com  

Electronic donations can be 

made online at mspfathers.org  

 

 

Arrival at the Church 

I 
n April 2019, I visited Kakata—

in Margibi County of the 

Republic of Liberia, 

accompanying Fr. Emmanuel Mbuk, 

MSP, for an afternoon Palm Sunday 

celebration in a parish outstation. 

The small church is located in 

Division 27, Firestone Rubber 

Plantation settlement. It was a long 

drive through a very rugged and 

lonely road. Upon arrival, I saw an 

old dilapidated building without a 

roof and a few other small buildings 

in the vicinity. I was bewildered as to 

where the place of worship and the 

parishioners could be—when Fr. 

Emmanuel pointed to a dilapidated 

building and 

announced, “Welcome 

to our small church! 

Our people will be 

gathered soon.”  

Immediately, I heard 

a bell heralding the 

arrival of the priest for 

Mass. To my surprise, 

within 20 minutes, the 

entire space was 

flooded with 

enthusiastic, happy 

children and a few adults. 

Consequences of War 

Fr. Emmanuel told of the 

turbulence and trauma suffered by 

local residents, consequences of 14 

years of civil war and its devastating 

effects. The First Liberian Civil War, 

1989 to 1997, claimed the lives of 

250,000 victims. It took concerted 

efforts of the Economic Community 

of West African States (ECOWAS), 

Nigeria, and the United Nations to 

reach an accord. 

Peace did not last. The Second 

Liberian Civil War broke out in 1999, 

ending in October 2003 when 

ECOWAS intervened to stop the 

rebel siege on Monrovia, and exiled 
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23 playing fields, seven 

community centers, three 

electric power stations, 

two radio stations, etc. 

The industry created 

25,000 jobs, and rubber 

quickly became the 

backbone of the Liberian 

economy. The Firestone 

Plantation was the largest 

of its kind in the world, a 

contiguous swath of trees, 

mud-brown rivers, low 

hills, and verdant bush. It 

was an economic hub that 

is now a shadow of its 

past prominence.  

The Bomb 
Destroyed the 
Church, Not the 
Faith 

The small church I 

visited was established by French 

missionaries to serve the pastoral and 

spiritual needs of the residents of that 

rubber plantation division. The name 

remembered by remaining residents 

for the founding priests was “Mon 

Père,” French for “my father,” 

alluding to the French missionaries 

who came in the late 1960s.   

During the Civil War, many 

churches and religious centers were 

used as shelters for families fleeing 

their homes in search of safety and 

food. The church was their last hope. 

A parishioner shared an eyewitness 

account of an attack on the church. 

On that fateful day, a little boy 

was seen running into the church by 

one of the fighter jets. Suspecting that 

the church was a shelter for rebels; a 

missile was dropped on it, destroying 

the entrance and the roof of the 

church. Miraculously, no life was lost 

in the incident, but many fled and 

never returned.  

Nearly every building in the 

Firestone Plantation was destroyed 

during the civil war. Today, Firestone 

employs 8,500 at the plantation, and 

operates 27 schools and a hospital.  

The Love of God Prevails 

At present, a few families come 

together in the dilapidated church to 

praise and worship God as a symbol 

of their history and hope. I was told 

that Fr. Peter Paase, MSP, was the 

first priest to celebrate Mass for them 

in recent past. From the moment Fr. 

Peter left in 2010 or 2011, until the 

date of our arrival in 2019, it was the 

third time Mass had been celebrated 

there in the past nine years.  

As I stared at the broken walls 

and the open roof of the dilapidated 

church, the reality of the devastating 

effects and ugly trauma of war on the 

living conditions of the people 

dawned on me. All I could say were 

the words of George Bernard Shaw: 

“Peace is not only better than war, 

but infinitely more arduous.”  

Amidst the challenging economic 

situation and the open-roof church, 

the people gathered in great joy and 

enthusiasm, with an amazing 

children’s choir. Mass went on with 

great jubilation, even as the heat from 

the sun became unbearable. The local 

people were not deterred, with no 

sign of hastiness around them. Their 

faith is a testimony of St. Paul’s 

admonition to the Romans, “Who 

shall separate us from the love of 

Christ? Shall trouble or hardship or 

persecution or famine or nakedness 

or danger or sword? No, in all these 

things we are more than conquerors 

through him who loved us.” (Rom 8: 

35, 37).  

The love of God urges them on 

each day that passes (2 Cor.5:14). We 

thank God for the missionary zeal 

and commitment of several priests of 

the Missionary Society of St. Paul who 

have been working with and among 

the people for the past years, sharing 

the Gospel message of joy and hope 

in the midst of the post-traumatic 

anxiety and experience of war. As we 

continue to keep them in our prayers, 

we solicit for your generous donation 

to help build their church and deepen 

their faith.  

U.S. Editor’s Note 

Read independent sources to learn more 

about Firestone’s agreement and its impacts 

upon Liberia. This story reflects a 

missionary experience.  
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Bishop Dominic Kimengich and 

Fr. Joseph Ibiwoye, MSP, bless 

the new church building. TOP: the 

new 500-person capacity church 

in Lolupe, in north Kenya.  

F 
our years ago, when the 

pioneer MSP 

missionaries to the 

Diocese of Lodwar arrived, we 

came like the Apostles sent by 

Christ in pairs, without silver or 

copper in their purse (Matthew 

10:9). Not knowing what the 

future held, but trusting in the 

Divine Master, we received our 

apostolate with joy. The parish 

we were assigned to, St. Stephen 

Catholic Church Losajait, is one 

of the most remote parishes in 

the diocese—long neglected due 

to its isolated location.  

Upon arrival, it was apparent 

there was a lot to be done in the 

parish. Among the most urgent 

challenges was inadequate places 

of worship at some of the 

outstations. 

In June 2017, the flock of one 

outstation, St. Kizito Catholic 

Church, Lolupe, gathered with faith 

and a little savings, to lay the 

foundation for a place of worship for 

their station. One year and nine 

months later, on March 3, 2019, His 

Lordship Rt. Rev. Dominic 

Kimengich, Catholic Bishop of 

Lodwar Diocese, was invited by the 

worshipping community of St. Kizito 

for the dedication and blessing of the 

new 500-person capacity church. It is 

the largest outstation church in the 

30,000-square-mile diocese.   

It was truly a joyous day for the 

entire congregation and indeed, the 

whole Lolupe community. People 

came in their best attire to be part of 

the memorable occasion. Visitors 

from far and near turned up in 

numbers to rejoice with the people of 

Lolupe. For most locals, it was the 

first time they witnessed the blessing 

and dedication of a new Church.     

The liturgical ceremony 

commenced with a solemn and 

symbolic procession from the school 

hall (formerly used as the place of 

New Church Blessed in Remote Lolupe, Kenya 

worship), to the new Church. The 

bishop and priests, with the faithful, 

gathered in front of the new church 

for the first part of the Liturgical Rite. 

Then, I presented the bishop with a 

key to the new church, and the 

Church was solemnly opened. All 

processed inside for the Eucharistic 

celebration. 

Before the final blessing, the 

people expressed their joy in 

thanksgiving and dance. They 

thanked the Bishop for sending the 

MSP to work in their parish and 

noted with joy the various 

developments, both physically and 

spiritually, that the parish has 

witnessed since the arrival of the 

MSP. In a similar vein, I, as the parish 

priest, thanked the Bishop for the 

opportunity and support he has 

granted to the MSP to serve the 

people of Losajait Parish. I expressed 

appreciation to the parishioners for 

the support and love they have 

shown the MSP priests. After Mass, 

attendees and their guests were 

treated to a fine meal with the bishop. 

 

by Fr. Joseph Taye Ibiwoye, MSP  
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W 
ater indeed is life! 

This statement often 

does not make much 

impression on us when we find 

ourselves in a place with an 

abundant supply of water. But 

for my people in Losajait, a 

remote village in the semi-arid 

Turkana County in the 

northwestern part of Kenya, 

every drop of water means life to 

them.  

In Losajait, like other parts 

of Turkana land, drought is no 

stranger. In 2017, two years after 

my arrival, we were hit by a 

devastating drought—a situation 

declared by the United Nations 

as a national emergency. It was 

my first experience with 

drought. I saw humans and 

animals dying of starvation from 

the lack of water and food. I saw 

how helpless one could be in the face 

of a devastating natural 

phenomenon.  

During this drought, we 

discovered that our village, though 

dry on the surface with a high 

intensity of daily sunlight, sits above 

a massive body of water below-

ground. We wondered if only we 

could devise a means, like solar-

powered water pumps, and harness 

the water for our use, would drought 

be a thing of the past? For two years, 

we set plans in motion to realize this 

dream.   

In 2019, drought hit our land 

again. However unlike the previous 

helpless situation, our dream of a 

sophisticated solar-powered water 

pump had become a reality. In 2019, 

the Easter celebration was indeed  a 

new beginning for the people of 

Losajait, as we blessed and 

commissioned the new solar water 

system constructed for the people.  

With joy, I noted that the ugly 

Solar Project Brings Water to Losajait 
by Fr. Joseph Taye Ibiwoye, MSP, Kenya Local Superior & Pastor, St. Stephen Parish 

effects usually accompanying a 

drought had been eased. Assisted by 

my associate, Fr. Francis Sunday 

Akpomedaye, MSP, water was served 

to the villagers and their animals, to 

commence public use of the new 

water system.  With an abundant 

supply of water now available, we 

encouraged residents to consider 

engaging in desert cultivation in 

addition to their usual nomadic 

practices.  

News of the water project spread 

within a short time to neighboring 

villages, making Losajait the local 

water hub. People from nearby 

villages, with their animals, now troop 

to Losajait to obtain their water 

supply. As a result of this water 

project, many people have been 

drawn to the church, seeing the 

Church and her priests as those who 

have indeed brought life.  

The story of the resurrection is 

indeed a lived story among our 

Fr. Joseph Taye Ibiwoye, MSP, left, and Fr. 

Francis Sunday Akpomedaye, MSP, fill jugs 

with water drawn by solar-powered pumps 

from deep wells in the desert. The solar well 

project was partially funded by donations 

from U.S. supporters of the MSP.  

people in Losajait. For them, the 

water project is seen as practical 

evidence that they have not been 

forgotten by God.  

It important to note, however 

that Losajait village is not the only 

village that is facing severe water 

shortage in Turkana land. Our hope 

is that we can replicate this kind of 

project in other villages, especially 

those that fall within our parish 

territory. We thank God for His 

divine providence to be able to 

achieve this milestone achievement 

among the rural people of Losajait. 

We equally thank all our donors for 

their support and generosity.  
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W 
ith the installation of 

Most Rev. Ignatius 

Kaigama on Dec. 5, 2019, 

as the new Archbishop of Abuja, 

MSP also has a new Ordinary, being a 

Society of apostolic life of diocesan 

rite. The ceremony took place at the 

yet-to-be-completed Cathedral of the 

Twelve Apostles in Kubwa, Abuja.  

Most Rev. Kaigama was the 

Archbishop of Jos from 2000 to 2019, 

and the immediate past president of 

the Catholic Bishops’ Conference of 

Nigeria (2012-2018). He is also 

former president of the Episcopal 

Conference of West Africa. Since July 

2012, he has served as a member of 

the Pontifical Council for the 

Promotion of New Evangelization.  

Born July 31, 1958, in Taraba 

State, Archbishop Kaigama was 

ordained a priest on June 6, 1981 for 

the Diocese of Yola after his 

formation at St. Augustine Major 

Seminary Jos. He was later sent for 

further studies at the Pontifical 

Gregoria University Rome where he 

received a doctorate in spiritual 

theology in 1991. On February 3, 

1995, he was appointed the first 

bishop of Jalingo Diocese (carved out 

of Yola Diocese). He was later 

transferred to Jos on April 14, 2000.  

His installation ceremony was 

attended by the Vice President of 

Nigeria, Prof. Yemi Osinbajo; the 

Apostolic Nuncio in Nigeria, 

Archbishop Antonio Guido Filipazzi; 

and a numerous other dignitaries.  

In his speech during the 

ceremony, Archbishop Kaigama 

exhorted all, especially the priests, “to 

be known for who and what we are. 

We are not big men or rich men 

competing with lay people or 

politicians.” He further stated, “It is 

about servant leadership, in 

simplicity, humility, and holiness.” 

He earnestly prayed “that the Lord 

will take control and guide the course 

of events in Abuja during my tenure. 

May He guide and bind in redeeming 

love the priests, the religious, and the 

wonderful lay faithful of Abuja 

Archdiocese.” 

With the installation, Archbishop 

Kaigama has succeeded John 

Cardinal Onaiyekan, who was 

Bishop/Archbishop of Abuja, and 

Ordinary of MSP for 27 years.  

Cardinal Onaiyekan became 

Coadjutor of Bishop of Abuja on 

July 9, 1990, substantial bishop of the 

diocese on September 28, 1992, first 

archbishop of Abuja on March 26, 

1994, and Cardinal in 2012. He now 

takes his well-deserved rest, having 

recently celebrated his 75th birthday.  

Archbishop Kaigama is New MSP Ordinary 
By Fr. Marin Yina, MSP, Editor 

Left to right: Archbishop Kaigama, Nigerian Vice President Yemi Osinbajo, 

and Cardinal John Onaiyekan at the Installation in Abuja  

Most Rev. Ignatius Kaigama, newly 

installed as Archbishop of Abuja on 

Dec. 5, 2019, became Ordinary of the 

Missionary of St. Paul. 

His Eminence John Cardinal Onaiyekan retired as Archbishop of Abuja and MSP Ordinary in December.  

“You have shown us how to be generous and passionate in our work for the Kingdom as Christians, 

servants, and shepherds,” said Very Rev. Callistus Isara, MSP Superior General  
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I may sound a little emotional, 

but I cannot help it after witnessing 

the extent of damage caused by 

Cyclone Idai in Malawi, where I now 

work, and its neighboring countries. 

So many people lost their lives. So 

many persons are missing and not 

accounted for. Many nursing mothers 

and their innocent babies are missing. 

This is heartbreaking. 

On March 13-14, 2019, we 

experienced a heavy rainfall that 

lasted for hours. Many buildings were 

submerged in water, so many persons 

were drowned, and much property 

was destroyed. Within these two 

days, 56 persons were reported dead 

here in Malawi. It is estimated that 

more than 1,300 people lost their 

lives in Mozambique, Zimbabwe, and 

Malawi. 

I made time to visit families who 

were displaced, sharing relief 

materials like clothing and shoes. It 

was after this visit that I really 

understood the intensity of the 

problem. 

One man survived the flood by a 

whisker. However, his entire farm, 

where he planted tobacco, the major 

cash crop in Malawi, was essentially 

wiped away. He now wonders how 

he will survive. He has no place for 

shelter because his house was 

reduced to rubble. He has to begin all 

over again. 

ABOVE: Displaced victims navigate flood waters in 

the aftermath of Cyclone Idai.  

BELOW: Residents in Malawi begin cleanup 

following the devastation of Cyclone Idai, which 

caused major loss of life and property damage in 

Malawi, Mozambique, and Zimbabwe in March 2019. 

Cyclone 

Idai & Its 

Effects on 

Malawi 
by Fr. Kelvin Ugwu, MSP 

(May 2019) 

Most houses in Malawi, 

especially those in the south, are 

largely built with bricks, which are 

more affordable than cement. Many 

of the buildings had thatched roofs. 

Consequently, when Cyclone Idai 

hit this part of Malawi, within 

seconds,  the buildings were 

completely destroyed.  

In Malawi, about 76,000 people 

have been displaced. From statistics 

issued by UNICEF, more than a 

quarter of a million children were 

among those affected by the 

Cyclone in Mozambique—the 

country that suffered the worst 

damage. It is difficult to ascertain 

the exact level of the damage since 

most of the area is still flooded.  

I have sincerely not seen 

anything like this before. People 

who used to struggle to eat, will 

now have to begin again to build a 

place to lay their heads. Some 

families in Mozambique were  

hanging on the roofs of their 

houses waiting for the water to 

recede. In Malawi, people hung on 

trees to save from drowning. In a 

bid to ameliorate the plight of the 

displaced, the bishops conference 

of Malawi dedicated a Sunday 

during Lent in which all monies 

accruing from offertory would be 

channeled towards relief services. 

This may be something little, but it 

will go a long way in putting smiles 

on the faces of the people.  

The parish where I am working is 

located in the central part of 

Malawi—the disaster did not strike 

this area. But we sometime 

experience the overflow of major 

rivers around us which makes people 

apprehensive.  

Since the people of Malawi are 

predominantly farmers who depend 

greatly on subsistence farming for 

survival, it will take so many years 

before they can possibly recover fully 

from this disaster. Please remember 

us in your prayers. 
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Very Rev. Fr. Moses  
Amune, MSP 

M 
y journey started, when as 

the Benjamin of the 11 

children of my parents, 

Paul and Felicia, my early years were 

spent outside my hometown of 

Igarra with two grown siblings. First 

with Stephen, who was a teacher in 

Ebugere, a village with a totally 

different language from Igarra, which 

meant learning another language (no 

issue as a child). Second, with 

Francis, who was a bread-baker in 

Ibadan—again I had to learn a differ-

ent language, adapt to city  life. 

Suppleness of youth was on my side! 

When Francis relocated t start his 

own business, I came back to Igarra 

to continue primary school.  

Just shy of my thirteenth birth-

day, I left my parents for secondary 

school in Lampese as a day student 

—meaning I had to cook for myself, 

and of course, learn Lampese, yet 

another language. Before I was 14, I 

could speak four languages and 

English. Early insertion in various 

cultures and languages has added 

value to my disposition and mentality 

as a missionary. 

In 1985, 27 of us were admitted 

into the Formation House of the 

Missionary Society of St. Paul of 

Nigeria, in Iperu-Remo; 25 came. We 

were a good mix and, I dare say, of 

all sorts. A common denominator 

was our zeal and desire to become 

priests. Irrespective of what tribe we 

were, we saw ourselves as brothers; 

during holidays, we visited one 

another.  After nine years of 

formation, eight of us were ordained 

priests on July 2, 1994.   There is 

hardly any of my seven brother 

priests that I don’t know their child-

hood home. Looking back, this is 

one gift I am most grateful for: the 

privilege of sharing quite intimately 

in the lives of these seven brother 

priests, and many more in the MSP 

family—older and younger in ordina-

tion. How I long for us to be able to 

sit together once again and share 

brotherly without censoring or meas-

uring what we say—affirming and 

challenging one another! A bit like the 

72 returning to share their pastoral 

experiences in the company of their 

Master, Jesus. 

We each have had varied 

apostolates and experiences these 25 

years. Formation, pastoral care, 

further studies, teaching, hospital 

chaplaincy, preaching, directing 

retreats, etc.  As we celebrate 

together, we will thank God together 

for His abundant grace that has aided 

us to do and be far more than we 

were naturally capable of.  Indeed, we 

cannot thank God enough for His 

faithfulness despite our shortcomings. 

Fraternity for me is my wealth. 

These 25 years, there is not one 

brother MSP priest that I called and 

asked if I could come and spend a 

day or week or more with, who 

hesitated for a minute to open their 

arms of welcome and warmth.  While 

I appreciate the individual’s fraternity 

and generosity towards me, I now 

almost take it for granted that what 

belongs to MSP belongs to me; and I 

think that’s what it should be for all 

members. My prayer is to remain 

loyal always to my MSP family. 

Prayer has been key to my 

effectiveness in ministry—what a 

proud thing to say, presuming that 

my ministry has been effective.  

Unfortunately, I have no other way of 

putting it that would stress enough 

the place of prayer in my life as a 

priest for these 25 years.  

I remember with gratitude all the 

people I worked with in Iperu Remo, 

Lichfield, Gwagwalada, Wrexham, 

Ruabon, Chirk, Llangollen and 

Llandudno; their support and love 

spiced my life and ministry.  

 

Very Rev. Fr. Emmanuel  
Ayo Efodigbue, MSP 

A 
s a priest of the MSP or-

dained for the missions 25 

years ago, I have had the 

rewarding privilege and challenges of 

ministering in four countries, eight 

dioceses, and 11 ecclesiastical Church 

parishes. My ministry journey has 

been a constant process of evolution 

MSP 
Silver 
Jubilees 
 

Reflections of 
4 of the 7 
missionaries 
who marked 
25 years of 
priesthood in 

2019 

Fr. Moses with Angela O’Grady , Mayor 

of Llandudno, and Sr. Jennifer 
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as my understanding of God 

develops with studies, reflection, 

interactions with people of diverse 

religious orientation, and prayer.  

My understanding of Catholic 

ministerial priesthood continues to 

develop. From an initial under-

standing of a priest as a functionary 

who celebrated mass, built schools, 

and formed churches, my under-

standing has progressively matured. 

Beyond seeing myself as a 

sacramental embodiment of the Risen 

Christ, I see myself as a midwife—

one who helps to bring about new 

birth in the life of God’s children 

through the celebration of the 

sacraments. I am an instrument of 

God’s healing love, a preacher, 

teacher, man of prayer, purifying-

canal of the sins of God’s people, 

grace-channel of God’s forgiving, 

merciful, and healing love, shepherd 

of God’s flock who makes available 

and feeds God’s children with the 

Eucharist and God’s word. 

I am the son of Matthew and 

Helen Efodigbue. I grew up in a 

traditional, polygamous Nigerian 

home. My mother was the second of 

my deceased father’s five wives. My 

parents were not Christians. I did not 

grow up going to Church. However, 

my half-brother’s education at a 

Catholic School drew me to the 

Catholic faith, where I was baptized 

and confirmed at age 16 in 1979.  

I attended Awori College, where I 

obtained my West African 

Examination Council Certificate 

(WAEC). I worked in Anne Marie 

Cosmetics Nig. Limited in Lagos for 

two years as a sales representative after 

graduating from high school. 

Captivated by the great works of the 

Irish Missionaries in Nigeria, I entered 

the MSP Seminary in November 1985 

and was ordained a missionary priest 

on July 2, 1994. 

I developed a passion for the Holy 

Spirit when I did not understand and 

could not find any explanation to 

people resting in the Spirit in my 

prayer services. Since I was still new to 

the workings of the Spirit and wanted 

to learn more about it, I started 

searching the scriptures and 

charismatic magazines for help. 

My search led me to visit and spend 

three days in Pretoria with Fr. Eugene 

Clarkson, MSC, at that time, chaplain 

of the Charismatic Renewal in South 

Africa. I explained my experiences and 

villages are weak and old. There are virtually no hospitals in most villages. Sick ones fully 

depend upon the Anointing of the Sick. Sometimes, elderly ones die and the community 

requests a funeral Mass of the Dead. Priests must travel several kilometers through 

muddy roads to celebrate the Mass of the Dead. 

The stark reality of the helpless youth 

Young ones in my region are in a hurry to get marred. Children are born daily. The 

number of children baptized in the parish monthly is always increasing. Teenage 

pregnancy is extreme. From 14 years upward, young ones are sexually active. Thus, the 

rate of pregnancy and transmission of diseases is very high. A male dominant culture convinces young girls to always accept 

sexual requests from males. Youths are left on their own without direction and move around the villages aimlessly. Many have 

lost their parents to HIV/AIDS, and suffer from poor infrastructure and hardships. The youth need much pastoral attention and 

support. Many are victims of  drug and substance abuse, heavy smoking, rape, early pregnancy, early marriages, child labor, 

abortion, school dropouts, and other social injustices. The youth need a good support system and programs to make meaning in 

their lives. A priest must travel several kilometers through rough, rugged roads to animate and support the youths. 

It is all God’s plan and never a mistake  

Even though my ambition of becoming a politician has gone with the wind, I am very grateful to God for the tremendous 

impact we are making in the lives of the poor people of Malawi. I know God never makes a mistake. Fr. Kolade and I continue 

to run the secondary and vocational schools both as instructors and management staff. The vocational school offers youth 

opportunities to learn craft skills such as motor vehicle mechanic, tailoring, bricklaying, carpentry, electrical and solar installation, 

welding, cosmetology, food processing, baking, phone repairs, and entrepreneurship. We have facilitated scholarships for many 

poor vulnerable youths in schools. Many young people are empowered daily to remold their lives and break away from poverty. 

Some have started their own businesses, while others are now employed. We build the youths’ confidence and give them 

direction to plan their lives. We build churches and sink boreholes in the rural communities. As the parish priest, I collaborate 

with the people to strive to make the outstations self-governed and self-sufficient. All these would not be possible without your 

support and encouragement, both spiritually and financially to the missionaries. Your generous donations have touched and 

transformed so many lives here. May God continue to bless and reward you all.  

To sponsor Malawi projects described in Fr. Charles’s essay, please visit www.mspfathers.org today! 

Fr. Charles, continued from Page 10  
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bewilderment to Clarkson who gave 

me the following books to read: The 

Power to Heal by Francis MacNutt, 

Deliverance Prayer by Mathew and 

Dennis Linn, and Resting in the Spirit by 

Robert DeGrandis. These books 

enlightened and armed me with a 

better understanding of the 

manifestations of the gifts of the Holy 

Spirit. 

I returned to Botswana prepared 

to explain to whoever needed to 

know more about the marvels in the 

revival-prayer events. When the news 

reached the Bishop, I was withdrawn 

from Botswana.  

Contrary to the views of some 

that I was destroying the Catholic 

faith, my parish was packed each 

Sunday; even with people from other 

denominations. I gave retreats and 

revivals all over Botswana. I attended 

the tenth International Leadership 

Conference of the Charismatic 

Catholic Renewal at Fiuggi, Italy in 

October 1998. During the Congress, I 

met Linda Schubert, Ralph Martin, 

and other leaders from other parts of 

the world. The conference affirmed 

my experiences as regular occurrences 

at Pentecostal and charismatic 

gatherings. After many years of 

searching, I discovered that the 

charisms are the Church’s heritage.  

In conclusion, I believe that the 

Church that explores and uses her 

charisms through her children is a 

Church with life for the future. I am 

the author of Charisms For Ministry, 

and presently on sabbatical as a 

Chaplain Resident at Memorial 

Hermann Hospital in Houston, 

Texas. 

Very Rev. Fr. Addison 
Okpeh, MSP  

M 
y first posting after my 

priestly ordination 

(pastoral year) was to the 

Archdiocese of Abuja.  The late Msgr. 

Godwin Akpan (then Acting Superior 

of the Society) told me he wanted me 

to continue with the Fulani Aposto-

late which I was very interested in 

during my seminary days. But he did 

not inform Archbishop John 

Onaiyinkan (now John Cardinal 

Onayinkan) of this intention; he 

wanted me to initiate the discussion.  

I dearly loved the apostolate but 

felt it was Msgr.’s Akpan’s duty to 

discuss it with the Archbishop. I 

ended up being posted to the Pro-

Cathedral in Garki (Abuja, Nigeria). 

I did what little I could from the 

Pro-Cathedral to maintain the 

relationship with the Fulanis, visiting 

them on my days off. One of my fun 

memories was their attendance at my 

ordination. They came in such a big 

crowd that it made people think that I 

was a Fulani. I cherished the Fulani 

apostolate. I expected that I would be 

left in Abuja Diocese to continue with 

it, but God had a different plan 

When the posting came, I was 

sent to Lagos Archdiocese, where I 

spent five years—one year as a curate 

in Festac, two years as parish priest of 

Ijegun, and two years as parish priest 

of Festac. I have many good memo-

ries of the people and my apostolate 

in Lagos. One of such was the first 

major donation I received to build 

Ijegun Church.  

Ijegun was one of the outstations 

of Festac, a marshy piece of land 

being reclaimed and developed with 

potential to grow. The population of 

Catholics at the time it was created a 

parish was under 500, with more than 

80 percent of them low-income level.  

There was no Church building 

and no presbytery. We rented a-two-

bedroom flat for my 

accommodations, from where I came 

to celebrate Mass in a canopy of old 

corrugated roofing sheets held by a 

few galvanized poles. I was 

celebrating Mass one evening when a 

lorry loaded with blocks drove into 

the compound.  Men got off the lorry 

and began to offload the blocks.  I 

thought they had come to encroach 

into our compound. I was worried 

but I could not stop the Mass that I 

had begun.  

One of the parishioners went to 

meet them. He came back into the 

church while the men continued 

offloading the blocks. They finished 

and left before we finished Mass. I 

was very anxious to know what was 

going on.   

Great surprise! The man who 

brought the blocks was a Muslim 

who did not give his name, but left 

the following message for me: “I am 

a Muslim; my name does not matter.  

Tell Father that I have noticed the 

efforts he is putting on to build this 

place and I have brought these blocks 

to support him. Please tell him to 

pray for me.”  

That inspired the parishioners to 

be more generous towards the 

building of Ijegun Parish. 

My next posting was to the 

United Kingdom, the Archdiocese of 

Southwark, where I worked for 15 

years—five years as curate in the 

Cathedral, six years as parish priest in 

St. Gertrude Church Bermondsey, 

and four years as parish priest in St. 

Thomas the Apostle Church, 

Nunhead (London).  I was the first 

black priest to be officially assigned 

to work in Southwark Archdiocese.  

My presence among the Cathedral 

team of clergy brought a lot of 

interest and curiosity. It also brought 

about memories of the early white 

missionaries who came to Africa. It 

was much fun remembering the 

slogan for the red boxes’ appeal: 

“donate a penny to save a black 

child.”  

We (the Cathedral clergy) laughed 

about it and I tell my colleagues that 

the black children have become men 
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and women and were now coming to 

reciprocate the generous donors who 

saved them.   

In 2015, I was transferred from 

United Kingdom to Ireland (Diocese 

of Kiomore) where I am still 

working, now parish priest of 

Kilmainhamwood.  Two MSP priests 

Fr. Cosmas Ikerodah and I) were 

sent first to the United Kingdom in 

the year 2000.  Today, 19 years after, 

the number MSP priests working in 

the UK and Ireland has risen to 

about 50.   

Very Rev. Fr. Aloy 
Ezenwata, MSP 

L 
ooking back on my 

formation, I want to say that 

my formators were great 

people, beginning with Fr. Hugo 

McBride, Fr. Thomas Ryan, and Fr. 

Anthony Umorem (MSP) in our first 

year in the seminary. The program 

was great, if not excellent.  

The problem was mostly myself. 

I was not sure I knew what 

formation was about. I thought it 

was about studying to become a 

priest. If formation was studying to 

become a priest, then the aim of the 

student (myself) was passing my 

examinations and convincing my 

formators that I should be ordained. 

I remember our whole class 

arguing with Fr. Hugo that all (about 

23) of us will make it to the 

priesthood and he quoted a writing 

on commercial transport buses, 

which reads, “Many have gone.”  

After one year, it was becoming 

obvious that Fr. Hugo was right. 

Only eight of us were ordained in the 

end. After 25 years, I look back and 

see that formation was not about 

studying to become a priest. One can 

study online in this modern age, or in 

any secular university, but formation 

is about learning to know myself—

my strengths, my weaknesses, my 

idiosyncrasies. If ministry is about 

being an instrument of God’s work 

among God’s people, then formation 

is about knowing myself so that I can 

be a good instrument in God’s hands 

for God’s work. I wish I knew this 

back then. As imperfect as I am, I am 

still learning.  

Priestly life is about relationships. 

It is about relationship with the 

divine (Jesus), with the self, and with 

the other (colleagues, congregation, 

and the world). The relationship with 

God comes first because no one is 

actually worthy to be a priest of God 

but for the grace of God. A personal 

and intimate relationship with God is 

the key to priestly life. If you are not 

in love with God, you will have a 

tough time living the priestly life.  

In my case, I first survived the 

formation, and made sure I was not 

kicked out, and after ordination, 

(more like, many years after 

ordination) I began to ask myself: 

“So, what is this life about actually?” 

Recently, I came to the realization 

that the priesthood is about being in 

love with God. I am still working on 

getting there. At least I can report 

that I now know what to be praying 

for in my priestly life. “Lord make 

me love you, make me fall in love 

with you!”  

My relationship with myself is 

based on the knowledge, that 

because I am a priest does not make 

me special. I am unworthy, only 

sustained by the grace of God. 

Whatever I achieve is by the grace of 

God and my failures are my own. 

Whatever respect people give me as a 

priest is given for the Lord Jesus 

Christ; and as such, it should not go 

to my head. Community life only 

works where brothers or sisters live 

with Christ’s love as their bond.  

Priestly ministry has been for me, 

witnessing to the great things God is 

doing for, with, and in God’s people. 

This realization frees me to be open 

and present to God to work through 

and in me.  

An example will help here. I was 

called to the emergency room to visit 

with a traumatized teenager. This 

teenager was called by his father on 

the phone (his father is separated 

from his mother, and the boy lives 

with his mother) the night before. 

The teen was with his friends and did 

not take the call.  

The next morning, he went to his 

father’s house to see him and find out 

why he called. Only to find his father 

on the sofa with his head blown 

apart—he had committed suicide the 

night before.  

This boy was in shock when I 

went to see him. I just sat with him 

most of the night having nothing to 

say to him, but just to be there. I later 

shared with him that trying to fight 

the trauma of the tragedy will be 

futile, but with time, it will gradually 

fade. Hence he must be courageous 

to face and accept the reality of the 

pain and grief. 

Almost a year later, I got a letter 

from this boy, thanking me for being 

with him the night of his father’s 

suicide. He shared that he had 

planned to go home from the 

hospital that night and kill himself. 

But my words echoed in his ears, 

which saved his life. I share this 

because God used my feeble words 

to strengthen him and turn him 

around from taking his own life like 

his father. I was where God wanted 

me to be that night. God uses us—

not because we are wonderful, but 

because we are not wonderful and 

our wonderful God makes up for our 

lack.  

To God be the glory! 
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